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 FALSE ALARM POLICY 
 
Justification 
 
Per the current Stanislaus Consolidated Fire Protection District Ordinance for Adoption of the California Fire 
Code:   
 

False Alarms:  False alarms shall not be given, signaled or transmitted or caused or 
permitted to be given, signaled or transmitted.  The Stanislaus Consolidated Fire 
Protection may adopt by resolution reasonable fees to recover the costs associated with 
responses to buildings or structures that have excessive false alarms. 
 

Policy 
 
The purpose of this ordinance is to promote the responsible use of fire alarm systems, to set forth additional 
regulations for the use of fire alarm systems and to provide for service fees and for cost recovery of service fees 
for violations of this policy.  Furthermore, the provisions of this ordinance are intended to reduce the number of 
false alarm activations and responses by the Stanislaus Consolidated Fire Protection District. 
 
False alarm shall mean an activated fire alarm or fire alarm signal from any fire alarm system which is 
responded to by the Stanislaus Consolidated Fire Protection District but for which no emergency situation 
exists, or where there is no evidence to indicate that there was an emergency situation as determined by the 
responding personnel. 
 
Fees for Excessive False Alarm Responses:  Fees shall be levied and paid by the responsible party (owner or 
lessee) of a location that includes a fire alarm system, based on the total number of false alarms which generate 
a fire company’s response to the location during the same calendar year (January 1 to December 31).   False 
Alarm fees are established by District Resolution and may be annually revised per the CPI.  A copy of the most 
recent false alarm fee schedule can be provided upon request, or is available on the District website 
www.scfpd.us under Fire Prevention / Inspection Programs / False Alarm Program. 
 
The Fire Chief shall cause to be issued a monthly bill for the unpaid service charges accrued during the billing 
period and prior periods.  Such bill shall be due and payable within thirty (30) days after the billing date. 
 
Written By: Inspector Shirley Koelmans 
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